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Christian Ministry Making a Difference in the Lives of Homeless People 

 This autumn marks the beginning of my fiftieth year of 

ministry, twenty-five of which have been spent as the exec-

utive director of Friendship House. God continues to bless 

me with many talents – good health, a sharp mind, a be-

loved wife, a great family, faithful friends, dedicated co-

workers and a life with purpose. If wealth is not feeling the 

need for more, then I am the richest of men. At sixty-

seven, I am also blessed with the daily reminders from God 

that all of this will one day end. All that we are, everything 

that bears our mark in this world, every person that is dear-

er to us than our own life are only ours for a brief season. 

After what feels like “the wink of an eye” we must give 

back each precious gift and every loving friend. Whether 

we curse their loss or graciously let them go, we learn to 

the core of our being the painful lesson that all things be-

long to God, given to us as loving gifts to cherish, but nev-

er to own. In that poverty, we either despair or discover a 

higher purpose than the ego-driven games of this world.   

 Most of us discover that path in our selfless love of the 

people that God has woven into our being and our lives. 

The happiest and best days of one’s life are those lived for 

another. Life isn’t about winning; it’s the experience of 

seeing another person through God’s eyes, knowing in 

your heart their truest self and doing everything in your 

power to help them achieve that potential.  

 Such service blesses us all. In it, we pass along to an-

other generation the seeds of truth, trust, faith and love that 

were sowed in our own hearts by those that gave of them-

selves for us. In such compassionate service, we neither 

Service Blesses Us All 
By Bill Perkins 

Different Ways to Donate to 
Friendship House this year! 

YOU CAN DONATE ONLINE 
Go to www.friendship-house.org At the top right side of the page click on 

the DONATE button. VISA/MASTER CARD accepted 
________________________________________________ 

YOU CAN DONATE STOCK  
Call your broker with instructions to transfer by DTC 0443 the number of 

shares to Friendship House Inc., M&T Securities AZD945574.  
Then call FH @302-652-8133 so we can follow-up with M&T Securities 

Save the Date!!! 
February 6, 2015 

5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Friendship House’s Annual Fundraiser 
An evening with  

Laurisa & Porter Schutt 
Celebrating another year of supporting 

the families of New Castle County, Delaware 

judge another’s worthiness nor measure the payback. In 

service, we truly live the Eucharist prayer ,“The Gifts of 

God for the People of God.” 

 In my youth, the commitment to such a Gospel life of 

service might have been a leap of faith counter to this age’s 

worldly wisdom. Today it is the lived experience of that 

last fifty year’s that daily confirms the rightness of that 

choice. I witness God’s miracles every day. People crushed 

to death by poverty and abuse rise up and claim their birth-

right as God’s precious children. Reaching out across 

chasms of race and class, men and women of faith walk 

together as peers, blessing each other’s lives.  

 Friendship House itself is a miracle – a ministry that 

defies the odds and continues to prosper. Over the years it 

has said “yes” to each challenge to address a community 

need until it now costs $3,500 a day to keep all those min-

istries afloat. To maintain creative control of its ministries, 

it accepts no government funding, yet each year the means 

are found to keep serving. Its dedicated staff could easily 

make more money somewhere else, but they remain, going 

the extra mile time and again. In an age where bigger is 

better, Friendship House is home grown, supported by lo-

cal churches, businesses, schools and community organiza-

tions. We are truly a House of Friends – staff that know 

each client by name, a volunteer corps 1,500 strong serving 

wherever they are needed, churches that share their space 

with those that are welcomed nowhere else, benefactors 

that sacrifice some of their limited resources to lift up those 

with less.  



Passing the Torch by Kim Eppehimer 

 I started with Friendship House in June of this year 

as a Volunteer Coordinator. It has been an amazing op-

portunity to get actively involved with an organization I 

have been passionate about for several years. My main 

mission as an employee with Friendship House is to find 

opportunities to get younger generations involved.  

 We have been so fortunate over the years to have 

amazing, selfless, giving people support Friendship 

House with many needed resources, including their time. 

Our volunteers, supporters and donors have made it pos-

sible for Friendship House to achieve its mission of 

helping those who are in need. Each one of you has 

made the work of Friendship House possible. But we 

can’t stop there. The need of resources is growing. The 

need of volunteers is increasing. And still, the average 

age of our client is dropping.  

 One of the many things I love about the volunteers 

we have at Friendship House is their knowledge and 

passion. My desire is to get the next generations involved 

so they can witness this intense gift of volunteerism. Our 

volunteers are crucial to our organization, to the men and 

women rebuilding their lives in the transitional housing 

program, to the families coming to the shelters every day, 

and to those who receive clothing, food, love, and support 

throughout the many ministries of Friendship House. My 

hope is that the current, active, and committed volunteers 

of today will help teach the next generation how to be the 

love and support so needed at Friendship House. There is 

so much experience, expertise, and advice that we can re-

ceive from our experienced volunteers. The need of our 

existing volunteers has not waned. But as our clients are 

on average getting younger, and their needs and interest 

are changing, so must we. This is a perfect time to get 

younger volunteers involved and watch the masters at 

work! Then we can use this knowledge so that the next 

generation can have a turn at carrying the torch. 

 You do not have to go far to find big hearts. Our 

neighbors, St. Anthony of Padua, has shown this to be 

true. We recently visited their 8th grade class to intro-

duce them to Friendship House in the hopes of getting 

the group to volunteer with us in order to fulfill their 

confirmation service hours. As Bill and I were escorted 

to the door at the end of Bill’s talk by two of the 8th 

graders, they were already asking how they could get 

involved. I immediately received several inquires from 

parents on how to get their kids volunteering. 

 One 8th grade girl spent a Saturday morning at the 

Clothing Bank of Delaware an immediately asked if she 

could come back with some of her friends the following 

weekend. Our Di-

rector of the 

Clothing Bank of 

Delaware, Kathy 

Graham, was hap-

py to accommo-

date the request! 

 We had two 

students help us 

very early Satur-

day morning at our first weekend of the Winter Sanctuary 

at First & Central Presbyterian Church in November. We 

also had ten students help with much needed yard work at 

Epiphany House and Elizabeth House. 

 We are beyond thrilled and grateful for their desire to 

be involved. It is with the help of the kids and parents that 

we are able to keep up with the much needed tasks at 

hand. To get teenagers involved, in a time of too much to 

do, where sports, school, and socializing are just some of 

the most important things on their to do list, there is some-

thing so reassuring about seeing them getting involved by 

volunteering to do something to make a difference. Thank 

you, St. Anthony of Padua! 

 

  

Good Neighbors by Kim Eppehimer 



 An outdoor workday has become an autumn 

tradition for Friendship House, thanks to the con-

tinuing help of the real estate professionals and 

support staff of Fox & Roach, a Berkshire Hatha-

way agency in Greenville. This group has been 

pulling weeks, planting bulbs, and trimming 

shrubs for several years, and their help has kept 

our gardens tidied up and ready for winter.  

 This year’s workday was Wednesday, Octo-

ber 1, and we had about two dozen able and enthusiastic 

volunteers. By now, the Fox & Roach Team knows they 

should wear jeans, 

bring gardening 

gloves, and tote 

their favorite clip-

pers, weeders, and 

edgers. We supply 

coffee and donuts, 

they supply strong 

backs. The results 

are amazing! 

 The side yard and entry areas at the Mark Palmer 

Houses (1004 & 1006 N. Lincoln) were the scene of the 

action, and several projects 

were completed. An area desig-

nated for a memorial garden 

was cleared, edged, and 

mulched. All the weeds were 

ripped out of the shrubbery, the 

fig was pruned, the leggy Rus-

sian sage was pulled out, two 

ungainly hollies were cleared 

from the front, the Scotch broom along the street was 

shaped, and many, many bags of weeds were collected. 

 Thanks to the dedication of this group, the large gar-

den areas at the Palmer Houses are now ready for winter. 

But more importantly, the whole corner property is clear 

and inviting, ready for the installation of the memorial 

garden and new planting along 

the building. Once again, the 

Fox & Roach crew has helped 

Friendship House meet the goal 

of being a good neighbor and 

maintaining its properties in 

ways that enhance the commu-

nity. Thank you Fox & Roach! 

Fox & Roach Work Day By Ashlin Bray 

An Evening With Friends Old and New by Elaine Croft 

 When you think of an evening with friends do you 

imagine lots of laughter, kindness, sharing stories, depth 

of understanding and caring for one another? While en-

joying one another’s company do you imagine being 

gathered around the table giving thanks to God for good 

food? Just the thought of such a setting makes us smile. 

That is the experience I am fortunate to have each time I 

volunteer to serve dinner at Epiphany House. 

 A recent visit was particularly special for me because 

I had a chance to catch up with friends Susan and Gina 

who both graduated from Epiphany House several years 

ago. Susan and Gina are sisters, coaches and best friends 

to one another and to the ladies who are currently residing 

at Epiphany House. I had been fortunate to meet them 

several years ago when they came to my church, Red 

Clay Creek Presbyterian Church, to talk at our annual 

women’s dinner. These two ladies are so full of love and 

fun—you are not in their company more than 30 seconds 

before you are laughing! Add Marcy, Shirley, Maryanne 

and Shawn into the mix and I really did not want to go 

home that night. 

 Our Lord presents us with opportunities of love and 

sharing all around us with a hopes we take Him up on His 

invitation. 

CHRIST CHURCH GREEN SHOW 
Christ Church Christiana Hundred 

505 E. Buck Rd. Greenville, DE  
Saturday, December 6, 2014 

10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
For more information go to  

 http;//www.christchurchde.org/green-show/ 

THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS 2014 
New Castle Presbyterian Church 

25 E 2nd St, New Castle, DE 
Saturday, December 13, 2014 

9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
For more information go to  

 http;//www.newcastlepreschurch.org/spirit/ 
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 Tuesday November 4th was a beautiful sunny day 

that left many adults envious of the young folks who had 

the day off from school. How we could just imagine 

those lucky kids still in their beds, leisurely rising to 

watch some extra TV and a few video games before 

heading out the door to enjoy a bike ride or a trip to the 

mall. With visions of rest and relaxation dancing in the 

minds of the Clothing Bank of Delaware staff, joy and 

surprise were felt when the 3rd and 6th graders from St. 

Denis Church of Havertown, PA arrived with a special 

delivery! 

 Over the past several weeks these young people col-

lected 190 winter coats for the Clothing Bank of Dela-

ware.  One hundred and ninety people will have a warm 

coat this winter because a group of young people, along 

with their youth leaders, decided not to have the day off. 

These youth and their leaders are truly inspiring. 

 St. Denis Church, thank you for the reminder that 

Surprise Visitors by Kathy Graham 

volunteering to help others is easy. Even young people 

are able to make a difference. Thank you for giving us 

your day off, climbing out from under the covers and 

turning off the television for one day. You have made a 

difference for those 190 people and our staff at the Cloth-

ing Bank of Delaware! 

Like Us on Facebook 
Our Facebook Tag is  

Friendship House of Wilmington DE 

Join Our Electronic Community 
Receive our monthly enewsletters by submitting 

your email address: fhkime@gmail.com 


